<Merilan> [ The Court of the Queen is like an internet server, as the tortured analogy goes.  The Queen, deific as she is, is capable of meeting with many an individual all at once, and thus when you enter into her large hall, the decor both modern and rustic, a tasteful harmony of Gothic, Greek and 9th Circle Stella all.  The Queen waits on her throne.  Enter at will. ]

* Elencia enters at the forefront of this batch; in tights that too few people recognize as a simple of a proper hero, but in the afterlife, there isn't really any point in wearing the mask, is there? She enters with a confident stride and a smile and manages a curtsy that is at least passable. "Your Majesty," she says with a smile.

* Haplo appears as summoned, his face impassive and emotionless, an almost tranquil sense about him. He wears a high-collared dress shirt under a white jacket, with white pants and shoes. His skin and hair are both as white as could be. His eyes glimmer with a bright, active orange as he speaks. "I've come as summoned, Exalted Majesty." He says, bowing his head.

* Suzune was, similarly, in more 'heroic' garb, the long, complex green-and-white dress of her fighting outfit, and every other detail, from the dangling ribbons at her wrists tied to bracers, to the headphone-like parts of her tiara that extended out on silver emerald-tipped antennae, to even her long teal hair and small glasses. She simply bowed and smiled when she arrived, wordless.

* Eilaris steps into the room rather stiffly; she wears a simple white robe and a red mantle with a now-meaningless crest upon it, a sword hanging from a belt over the robe. In contrast to her stiff manner of entry, her brown hair can barely be described as 'kempt' - she at least combed it, but the cut was clearly done by an amateur, likely herself, and likely hastily, and parts of it didn't want to--

<Eilaris> -- obey being combed anyway.  Her green eyes scanned the other occupants of the room idly, and she tapped her white-gloved hands together impatiently while offering up a simple declaration: "... I'm here."

<Merilan> [ The Queen appears as a female humanoid, representing both the best and worst in life and death.  Her appearance is thus something right out of avant-garde art, with her skin both milky white to tanned to dark and rich as it travels across her features.  She is dressed surprisingly simply, with a cross between a robe and an evening gown white in color, and golden finish for jewellery around her body. ]

<Merilan> [ "Welcome, Fortune.  I officially greet you all as members of our order against Destiny," the Queen speaks, her voice crisp and audible.  "Take a moment to regard your fellow Fortune -- these are the man and women you will be working with, as a unified team." ]

* Elencia smiles brilliantly and turns to look over the fellow Fortunes. "So, for the time, we will work together, so shall we introduce ourselves? I am Winter's Maiden - by trade, a super heroine. My actual name is Elencia Asbyn. It's nice to meet you all."

* Haplo turns to regard his fellows, his eyes wide and unblinking. He turned to regard Elencia first, before turning to Eilaris, then towards Suzune, smiling uncomfortably as he addressed the group. "Introductions- yes. My name is Haplo Saoshi... And by trade, I'm an archaeologist. I pray we can work together harmoniously."

* Eilaris peers at Elencia. "A what?" she asks, rather... passively. Clearly, she really didn't know what the hell Elencia was talking about.

* Suzune tilted her head at all of this, and put her hands behind her head, seeming relatively calm about all this. "...Super heroine, huh? So like that... that stuff. Huh. Anyway. I'm Suzune, Suzune Otomo. I might look no older than a mere schoolgirl, but I'm also bearer of the title Etoile Cereus, and hold the star of Earth's spirit."

* Haplo turns to look at Suzune and Elencia, a calculating look on his face. "I see... So, two Extraordinaries, it'd seem, and..." He turned back to Eilaris silently, letting his train of thought go unspoken.

* Eilaris shrugs a bit. "I'm afraid I'm a bit less exciting than that; just a simple knight, although with a touch of magic ability. Eilaris Windleaf."

<Merilan> [ The Queen tilts her head slightly as a fifth appears. "Ah.  Yes.  To ease your transition into the battles of these trying times, I have arranged for one of our supports to aid you on this mission.  Please treat her well.  She will be a valuable asset to your efforts." ]

<Merilan> [ The fifth in question is a young woman of slight stature, garbed in a purple turtleneck with leather and steel layered over in a protective combat harness, and baggy pants to match.  She carries with her an absurdly oversized sword the size of a healthy man, and has large black wings.  She bows before you gently, and says, "Greetings." ]

* Elencia nods. "Super heroine," she says with a smile. "Someone who protects other, and has special powers. The alias I used was Winter's Maiden; so,. you can guess my own powers, right?" She says with a smile; and with a gesture of her hand, a few sparkling motes of ice fall from her hand. "Plus a number of more mundane magical spells," she adds.

* Elencia also bows to the new person. "Greetings to you as well."

* Haplo bows to the newcomer, bobbing his head a little as he does so. "Greetings to you as well. Er, you are...?"

* Suzune smiled and waved~ "Hello then!"

* Eilaris offers a slight bow to the ... not-quite-angel. "Hello. You did hear our names, I trust...?"

<Merilan> [ "I am the Soldier," the... well, Soldier responds.  The Queen gestures and speaks, "The woman has suffered transitional damage at her time of death, which none of you have fortunately experienced.  I believe she knows not her identity... thus, the Soldier." ]

* Suzune frowned at that. "That's not very pleasant..."

<Merilan> [ "She will be assisting you mostly in a ranged and healing capability.  The warriors of her land are versed in many different arts, which is one less worry in your mind," the Queen finishes. ]

<Haplo> "I see." Said Haplo, an uncomfortable look on his face. "Well... I welcome your companionship, Soldier. I'm sure we'll do well together."

<Elencia> "Don't worry, I'm sure you'll remember eventually," Elencia responds to 'The Soldier.' "You'll need a name, though, if only to prevent confusion..." She muses, thinking out loud.

<Merilan> [ "Please call me whatever you wish," she states, somewhat inexpressive.  > Please enter a name: ______ ]

* Eilaris blinks. "... If I may, what is, ah, 'transitional damage'?" she asks, not yet answering the question of naming.

* Suzune put a fingertip to her lips. "Hmmm...."

<Merilan> [ "You are all of worthy stock, as champions and powerful figures of your worlds," the Queen responds. "As such, your souls are resilient and can easily pass through to the afterlife.  Others, due to various reasons, are not so lucky... we mostly employ them for support here in the Sanctum." ]

<Elencia> >> Entry: R-66^H^H^H^H "How about 'Iron Wing Warrior'?" She asks, immediately going in the cheesy direction.

* Eilaris peers at Elencia incredulously. "... That is a really dumb-sounding name, I'm sorry."

<Merilan> [ The Soldier raises one eyebrow, as if to say, 'is that your final answer'?  "If that pleases the team." ]

* Suzune blushed. "That sounds overlong and isn't really a name!" ...Then with a bit of a whimper... "What about Sariel? I mean she does look vaguely angelic..." Suzune would not bother to mention where she knew that from.

* Elencia grimaces back at Eilaris. "Well, most heroes take hours before deciding on their own names...when they don't decide to keep changing it weeks later. Or months or years, although it doesn't do much good."

* Haplo stares at Elencia, before turning to Suzune... "Sariel." He murmurs, repeating the name to himself a few times, as if to see how he liked it. "... Sariel I like, I think."

* Elencia thinks for a moment at Sariel. "...It sounds almost like it's familiar..." she murmured, before nodding. "It'll do," she says with a nod. >> SARIEL.

<Merilan> [ "It will do," the Soldier states, shutting her eyes for a moment.  Then, she is Sariel. ]

* Suzune clapped lightly. "Yay!"

<Merilan> [ The Queen gestures with her hand, and causes a magical illusion to appear in the center of the room.  What appears is a planet, of blue seas and green continents... in reminisce, very similar to Earth, although it obviously is not. ]

<Merilan> [ "This is the world you will be visiting," the Queen explains. ]

* Elencia perks up. 'That looks a bit like home...another parallel world? Well, it makes sense..." She says, after thinking it over.

* Eilaris nods. "... Sariel's good." And then looks to Elencia again. "...You choose your own names? How unusual," she remarks, somewhat amused.

* Haplo smiles briefly at Sariel's naming, before turning towards the illusion. "Hmm. What sort of place is this, Your Majesty? What name is it given?"

* Suzune sort of shrugged at Eilaris. "It's... a thing. Oddly enough I've read fiction about the kind of 'superhero' Elencia is. They make fancy titles on their own, and dress up like that to fight crime. Don't pay it too much mind." She did sort of idly glance at the world depicted. But only idly.

<Merilan> [ "This world, as our intelligence reports, has no name as its inhabitants know it.  By its cosmic alignment, we have called it Fantasia 6," the Queen explains. "Destiny's forces have been on the rise there, but we detect that something is amiss.  Your task will be to investigate what this disturbance is." ]

* Elencia gives a nod - just enough of a one so that Eilaris can know that Suzune, in fact, did describe what it was like. "Alright, then. What do you expect the disturbance to be?"

<Merilan> [ The illusion zooms in on a mountain range.  It's snowy and craggy both.  "We have tracked the Fated down to this mountainous mining town.  Our information explains that this world used to possess powerful magic, but a global catastrophe eliminated most traces of it from the known world," she answers Haplo's earlier question. ]

* Eilaris frowns slightly at the mention of a global catastrophe, but says nothing.

<Merilan> [ "The Fated, for one," the Queen answers Elencia. "But other than that, we have no information.  Our attempts to scry have been blocked.  It is as if there is a magical haze about the air." ]

* Suzune tilted her head. "...Hm. That could either be related to the catastrophe, or them themselves."

<Haplo> "I see..." He folded his arms, a slight frown on his face.

<Merilan> [ "Please remember that magic is not a known force in this world, when you conduct your operation.  Use caution, and report what you can," the Queen reminds.  She sits back on her throne and says, "Are there any questions?" ]

* Eilaris presses her lips together. "In other words, don't be too flashy, or people will freak out, yes...?"

<Haplo> "Yes, your Majesty. Do we know anything about their current technological level, if at all?"

* Suzune nodded. "Indeed."

<Elencia> "At least, for me and anyone else who uses open magic," She remarks, thinking. "Well, with the snow, I should be able to manage somewhat..."

<Merilan> [ "Iron and gunpowder are the main tools upon which they work with," the Queen responds to Haplo. "It is a steam-powered world." ]

<Haplo> "I see. A sort of early-industrial capacity... And what are the inhabitants like? Do we know?"

<Merilan> [ "The inhabitants are human.  Many of them descendants of powerful mages, with latent abilities that they will never access," the Queen says. "The inhabitants of this particular town seem indifferent at best to outsiders." ]

<Haplo> "Hmm." He frowned at that, tapping his chin. "Thank you for the information, your Majesty. I've no further questions."

<Merilan> [ "Then this briefing is adjourned," the Queen concludes. "You will be able to travel there via the Portal Chamber.  Fortune be with you, heroes." ]

* Suzune bowed. "But of course."

* Haplo bowed as well. "As you will, your Majesty."

* Eilaris nods. "And you as well." Turning to the others, she adds, "Haplo, Suzune, Elencia, Sariel. Shall we?" looking towards the room's exit.

<Merilan> [ Sariel bows as well, having just stood back to absorb the information.  Then she turns and disappears, teleporting out of the Court of the Queen to egress. ]

* Elencia curtsies again. "Thank you, your majesty," she says with a smile. Portal!

* Suzune headed off as well! TO THE PORTALS

* Eilaris moves to the portals quickly! "... Still not quite used to this place," she comments idly as she goes.

* Haplo pulls his jacket a bit closer as he heads off to the portals as well. "... Heh." He says to Eilaris's statement.

<Merilan> [ Being a place of no large amount of physical presence, one wills their way through the Fortuna Sanctum more than they walk or travel.  Thus, the Portal Chamber is easy to get to.  Certainly cuts down on the amount of signs they have to make, anyway. ]

<Merilan> [ The gatekeeper seems to be a diminutive green creature in a besotted old robe.  He turns to you as you arrive. "Come here, you did.  Business here, what have you?" ]

<Merilan> [ The Portal Chamber is an impressive array of gates to other worlds, all revolving in seemingly infinite expanse around an equally infinite plane.  Many visions of both beauty, terror and wonder float through these windows. ]

* Eilaris gives the creature's unusual way of speaking little more than an odd look, simply replying, "We're to go to Fantasia 6, apparently."

* Suzune approached, and bowed calmly. "Assignment, to 'Fantasia 6', if I do recall correctly?"

<Haplo> "Er... Yes, that." he adds.

* Elencia deals with it easily. "As they say," she says, observing the portals around. "Far different from the Portal Corporation at home..." she says, before waiting for the man to direct her to Fantasia 6.

<Merilan> [ He considers it for a moment, and then says, "A great disturbance in that world, I feel, as if millions of voices are about to cry out in terror, and suddenly silenced.  Careful, you will be." ]

<Merilan> [ He harnesses his power and makes a particular portal float from out of nowhere, and anchors it to the gateway in front of you.  It expands, and you see the mining town in front of you.  "May the F... Fortune be with you." ]

* Eilaris frowns. "... These portals are, you know, safe, aren't they?"

<Eilaris> "Not going to dump me in some demonic hellhole?"

* Suzune waved her hand dismissively. "Thousands have probably used them before us. It's fine."

<Haplo> "Indeed." Said Haplo, his face expressionless as he turns toward the new gate. "And also with you, Portal keeper. Now then... Shall we be off?"

<Merilan> [ "Fighting Destiny, that is unsafe," the creature speaks. "Is not your concern, minor details as portals." ]

<Elencia> "Portals work fine - and if they don't, we'll be picked out at the last moment," she says with a nod, stepping through the gate!

<Merilan> [ Sariel says, "I have faith it will work," and enters. ]

* Suzune politely followed the others, wordlessly.

<Haplo> "See you on the other side." He says, entering the portal.

* Eilaris frowns. "Not where I come from," she mumbles to herself, following suit nonetheless. It wasn't like things being unsafe had stopped her before, or she wouldn't be here, would she.

<Merilan> [ "Worry too much you do, young Padawan." ]

<Merilan> [ You descend from the heights of glory, and feel the rush similar to when you were spirited from life into this new ... life, as it were.  Not quite the afterlife.  You descend and see the world zooming in over your eyes, and eventually, you come to a halt in the skies over the mining town's mountain ranges. ]

* Elencia shifts easily in flight; she takes a moment to look over the town's mountain range, but is already starting to descend slowly while she looks around.

* Haplo hovers in place, turning this way and that, waiting for the rest of his comrades to appear.

<Merilan> [ Sariel descends with the others, her posture reminiscent of a HALO drop.  With a giant sword, that's got to be awkward. ]

* Eilaris seems markedly unfamiliar with this flying thing, for contrast, but she appears easily enough. "... Well, it seems we're here...."

* Suzune settled on the ground calmly, as if she just... settled, from it. Probably memories of flight while she still lived. "Indeed."

* Haplo settles as well, nodding to Eilaris. "See? Er, harmless."

<Merilan> [ Your work is cut out for you, because you already witness the forces of Destiny up ahead, in the air.  They are immaterial, as you are right now, and seem to be in the midst of planning their offence. ]

* Elencia gestures towards the Immaterial Destiny. "Not harmless," she says lightly, settling down and looking around. "Well, since we don't know each other...which of us stay on the front line?" She asks, giving a look at Sariel. "You can't judge by appearances, after all."

* Suzune moved closer to the front, shaking her head. "I'm more used to... fighting personally. I'll stand up front."

* Haplo took what appeared to be a small cylinder from his jacket... Which instantly expanded at both ends, until it was a good 4 feet long. He spun the staff around in his hands and held it out to the front of him, a small orange light emanating from one end. "I'm ready."

<Merilan> [ The Fated forces turn towards you.  Looks like your first combat is going to be a straight up brawl.  Ghost vs. ghost!  Let's rock! ]

* Elencia moves a bit behind the back, and, with a gesture a brilliant metal, runic staff appears in front of her, sparkling with crystal ice. "Time to cool their passion for destruction."

<Merilan> [ Sariel withdraws her blade slowly, but it is not the edge that she's concerned with.  Instead, the colored round crystals - green, blue, purple and yellow - slotted into the blade are what she focuses on, as they begin to glow. "... I am ready." ]

* Eilaris makes her way to the front of the group beside Suzune. "We don't know what they're capable of yet... don't do anything too dangerous."

* Elencia floats forward, and sets her staff spinning in front of her with her right hand as the left reaches for the sky. "The winter of the stars, cold of the earth, united in ice..." She continues the incantation, and a brilliant beam of light comes down near the wolf on the left as well as the siege engine, followed by a resounding blast of thunder that is entirely dissonant with the beam of light.

<Merilan> [ The Fated Archer - a twisted husk of what could once be humanoid, but now with a singular red mono eye on what his face used to be - launches a deadly barrage of fire arrows at Elencia and Eilaris, but they go astray. ]

<Merilan> [ The wolves follow suit, charging forward across the empty air to sink their vicious vice to the super heroine... to no avail. ]

* Eilaris zooms forward, glaring at the wolf that assaulted Elencia. "I think not! I'm the one you want to fight, beast," she declares, thrusting a palm forward at the wolf. A beam of lighting projects from her hand, looping around the wolf and yanking it away from Elencia and towards herself.

<Merilan> [ The other wolf comes to the aid of its ally after Eilaris lassos it close, but fails to break through her defense with its jaw. ]

* Suzune rushed forward, with a quick dash, and... flipped her wrists, sending not just one of the ribbons attached to her armbands at one of the wolves... but a giant lash of invisible space, which left a brief aura of 'static' on it...

<Merilan> [ Sariel moves behind Suzune, a wellspring of green energy forming up around her feet as she channels the power of one of her crystals. "Life's refreshing breeze, blow in healing energy -- Cure," she states, the spell... modified to strike the Wolf and impede its movements.  The curative energy lingers, waiting to be used by one of her allies. ]

<Merilan> [ The Siegecraft jets forward.  The Siegecraft... are bad news for you.  They are some of Destiny's most advanced and dangerous weapons, built to wage war against the worlds and Fortune -- and this one is no exception. ]

<Merilan> [ It charges up its fist for an extremely powerful strike, but misses Eilaris - the shockwave of which would be astonishing if it did strike. ]

* Haplo jets forward, bringing his staff up and targeting the Siegecraft. "There's not enough room for *two* synthetics here, big guy." He says. The orange light at the end of his staff starts to glow. "By the power of St. Michael!" Cries Haplo, and a radiant beam of like issues from the weapon, striking at the Siegecraft.

* Elencia leaps backwards. "Thanks, Eilaris," she sings out, and as she gestures with her staff in a triangle, a brilliant, gleaming javelin of ice form sat each point. "I'll freeze the anger in your heart!" She proclaims, before sending them forward! The javelin glances off of the siege engine, but they embed themselves into the wolves - where frost starts to crackle around the point of impact.

<Merilan> [ The Archer strafes towards the side, relentless in its attacks... but missing, still.  The Fortune are too strong for it, perhaps? ]

<Merilan> [ The Wolf shifts away from Eilaris' defense, and attacks the magical girl instead! ]

* Eilaris seems to be acclimating to the flying thing rather quickly, as she deftly evades the siegecraft's attempted strike. Taking a deep breath, and trying to recall lost skills, she haltingly traces... some sort of mystical rune in the air, but whatever she seemed to be expecting to happen... didn't. "... Damn it..." she mutters, with a sigh. "Why can't I..."

<Merilan> [ The wolves flank Eilaris in her moment of annoyance, but fail to break through! ]

* Suzune meanwhile let out another lash, sliding around the wolf through the leverage of her spacewhip... and was able to sear it with another hit, performing a brief hop in the air and grinning widely. "Fate isn't that hard to defy!~"

<Merilan> [ Sariel focuses her energy on another burst of magic, switching to supportive offence. "Rending gale, make your presence known to me -- Aero," she chants, a blast of wind ripping through the air that cuts the wolf and allows her allies to attack it with ease. ]

<Merilan> [ The Siegecraft announces ominously, "Accessing Fortune Elimination Protocol," and suddenly emits powerful blasts of lightning around its body... but the group is too crafty for it! ]

* Eilaris peers at Sariel strangely. "... That magic," she murmurs to herself. "Hah!" As the wolf blows by her, she suddenly lashes out with a devastating slash of her broadsword, tearing into the creature savagely!

* Haplo lifts his right hand into the air, holding his staff with his left. "Be bound by the fury of the Archangels, until you are ready to be JUDGED!" he cries as a glowing, blinding orange spear appears in his open hand. He hurls it at the Siegecraft, but the blow goes wide, striking into the ground harmlessly. "Tch."

* Elencia spins her staff and points it forward. "Justice strikes form above, don't you remember?" She asks, before a bolt of lightning crackles out of the snowy sky at the Siegecraft - just to the side. She winces. "...Maybe I don't have full control over the lightning again, yet."

<Merilan> [ The Siegecraft defends well against both Haplo and Elencia's attacks.  Perhaps it isn't inaccuracy that did it, but merely its defences.  The wolf that Sariel whisked to the side falls apart as Elencia's cold wracks it. ]

* Eilaris frowns, shakily attempting to trace another rune in the air. Much to the woman's chagrin, this also fails to do anything, and so all she manages is to look like she's randomly drawing in the sky with her left hand for no reason. "... damn it!"

<Merilan> [ The wolf skips fighting Eilaris, dodging her to attack the android archaeologist instead with its jaws.  Robot, meet wolf!  Ghost wolf! ]

* Suzune on the other hand... continued to chase the wolves, actually 
cartwheeling
 into a powerful lash of space-time, cutting into it. "Why are you all failing so often?"

* Elencia chirrups happily. "Nice move! powers work differently when we're dead, so I guess some people need to train more in this form, too."

<Merilan> [ Sariel presses in to channel a spell that begins to revolve around her. "With time and space at my fingertips, make haste slowly... S--" and then her eyes widen as she lets out a pained noise, holding her head for a moment, the spell interrupted. ]

* Haplo cries out angrily at the wolf attacking him, batting him away with his staff before tossing said staff in the air, saying a quick prayer, and catching it again- this time the staff is charged with holy energy, which he releases in a brilliant burst at the wolf. "GET BACK!"

* Elencia swings her staff upwards. "You know how they say lightning never strikes the same place twice?" She sings, before pointing it at the giant mechanical creature. The lightning this time slams into it, causing sparks to fly all over it - and the lightning itself arcs towards the wolf. "It means I don't miss the same way twice, either!"

<Merilan> [ The archer finally gets his shit together and aims to the android, letting loose with a painful bolt of flame that scores him terribly. ]

* Eilaris continues drawing in the air, each attempt getting more hasty and frustrated. And still, none of them accomplishing a thing besides making her look more and more out of sorts. "... Oh, to _hell_ with this," she growls.

* Suzune backed off, just sort of glancing at Eilaris... before flipping onto the cold streets, sending a quick blade of space out at the now-distant wolf. She looked like she was being determined!

<Merilan> [ Sariel returns her attention to healing, as she shifts away from the wolf hounding her. "Stand fast, Haplo," she states calmly as she channels healing energy into the android's damaged body... which bounces to the Siegecraft, opening up its defences. ]

<Merilan> [ As the battle rages on, something is happening in town as well.  The guards seem to be in a fervour of some sort, some of them yelling, "Did you find her?" "Not yet!" and moving about their business.  Looks like trouble is going on. ] 

* Haplo nods to Sariel. "Thank you, Sariel." He says as his synthetic skin grows back, once again covering his mechanical casing. Focusing on that damned wolf, he unleashes another radiant bolt from his staff at it.

<Merilan> [ The Perceptive ones (DC 18 if you want to spot it) can spot a bridge up ahead, upon which a single young woman is traversing... and she seems to be staring at *YOU*.  But then the guards point at her and shout, "Above!  On the bridge!" and she runs away towards the mines. ]

* Elencia spins up her staff again, happily. "Sorry if I'm cutting your short and out of the action! Not." The lightning, however...strikes just behind it. And Elencia is looking at the woman on the bridge in a bit of surprise. "...Hey, they can't see us, right?"

* Eilaris isn't paying much attention to the bridge, doesn't see anything. "Who can't?"

* Elencia spins up her staff again, happily. "Sorry if I'm cutting your short and out of the action! Not." The lightning strikes it head-on - but this time, the bolt branching off is brighter. It spreads over the wolf, sending it into convulsions until it stops moving.

<Merilan> [ "We are immaterial, and the living should not be able to see us," Sariel answers helpfully. ]

* Suzune smirked, focusing her power, and... leaping at the machine, that wolf she was hunting having been eliminated. "Okay then, time to get serious. Let's go, Dimension Faaaaang!" ...and she lashed out at it with not just one hit, but a flurry of hits that created an aura of distortion around the machine!

* Eilaris presses her free hand to her forehead, focusing and taking a deep breath, before extending said hand toward the archer in a fluid motion and tracing a jagged rune in the air. This time, a yellowish light trails her finger as she gestures, and when she's done... --

<Merilan> [ Sariel follows Suzune's attack up with more healing magic that remains anchored around the machine, who reaches for Eilaris to smash her to bits... but continues to fail! ]

<Eilaris> -- once again, a rope of lightning springs from her hand, extending far across the field and entangling the archer!  She yanks her hand back with a sly grin, and the archer is yanked in close!  "... I'm afraid I can't allow you to hurt my allies again."  She then sways out of the way of yet another machine claw.

* Eilaris beams. "THAT is how it's supposed to work, see?!"

<Elencia> "That's a good one, Eilaris!" Elencia says with a nod

* Haplo flies forward around Eilaris, taking a swipe from the Siegecraft stoically. Now on the other side of the enemy positions, he... Changes. Huge wings burst from his back, and he roars in a horrifying echoing voice: "I AM JUDGEMENT BEFORE YOU! MY WORDS WILL BE LAW! YOU WILL DRINK OF THE WINE OF GOD'S WRATH!"... But the effect, whatever it is, seems to affect Haplo adversely, and after it disappears he puts a hand to his head. "... Ugh..."

* Elencia brings down the lightning again - and darts a glance to Eilaris. "Hey, these thinks don't like lightning, you know. This one's almost fried, but if we run into more again..."

* Eilaris presses the offence against the archer, effectively grazing (ha ha) through the incoming arrows and, when she draws near, brandishes her blade and spins in a wide arc with it, leaving a trail of magical runes behind it as she slices through both the machine (smashing it to bits) and the archer!

* Suzune noticed the machine going down, and beamed brightly... before bounding towards the archer, rolling into a tumble... then flicking her wrist to send a tendril of space that tugged it so it was stuck between her and Eilaris! "Hah!"

<Merilan> [ Sariel attempts spellcasting again, but her magic is once again interrupted as she makes more pained noises. "... unfortunate." ]

* Haplo shakes his head vigorously, trying to remove the pained clouds from his mind... He couldn't think clearly, and with an almost lethargic sense of action he fired a beam of light at the archer, but it went wide.

* Elencia darts over behind Eilaris, now, with the giant golem taken down. "I think you've caused enough damage, so..." she says, before blinking. "...Oh, crap," she says, looking at the giant hulk in the way, then floating up. "Even if it's down, that thing is still a pain."

* Eilaris looks at Sariel with concern. "Sariel, what's the matter? You alright...?" Just then, an archer tries to sneak past her, and she slices him in the back as he passes! --

<Eilaris> -- Then, weaving past two more arrows coming her way, she raises her sword to the skies, takes a deep breath, and tries one more time to trace in the air... and this time, flickering flames follow her hand as she traces the magical rune, leaping to engulf her blade as she slams it down on the archer with a shout.  "Take THAT!" she proclaims, kicking the body away off the blade which she rather--

<Eilaris> -- soundly drove into the archer.

<Merilan> [ Victory earns you 600 EXP, 500 gold and a magical armlet of power.  What powers does it hold? ]

<Merilan> [ "It is as the Queen spoke.  I am incomplete," Sariel explains. "I will be fine." ]

* Elencia is...moving towards Suzune. "That fighting style of yours looks great, Suzune," She gushes, grinning. "What kind of powers were you using?"

* Eilaris seems a bit unconvinced, but shrugs. "If you say so. Ah... Sariel? Your magic, it's..." She hesitates, scratching her head as if pondering how to phrase the question she's about to ask.

* Haplo finally manages to do away with his curious affliction, turning to the rest of the group as he does so. "Everyone's alright? Right, good." He said, nodding to himself.

<Merilan> [ Sariel can't help but stare at Haplo to say, "You... have unusual strengths." ]

* Eilaris claps her gloved hands together, and just looks directly at Sariel. "It's the same magic as people used where I came from," she states flatly.

* Suzune tilted her head, standing up straight and just... pulling her hands behind her back. "Ah? That's the power of Earth's star. It controls space, time, and imitates technology. After all, that's the nature of Earth! The other Etoiles have the powers of their own worlds' stars." She then wore a confused look. "But why do you ask?"

<Haplo> "Why thank you." Said Haplo, folding his staff back up and putting it away. "Do they confuse you?"

* Suzune quickly wagged a finger. "Metaphorical star. Not the actual sun."

<Merilan> [ "A little," Sariel says, then stares equally flatly at Eilaris, and floats further.  She responds, "Truly?  I know nothing of any similarities." ]

<Merilan> [ "The magic is not my own, but of these items," she explains. "Unlike yours." ]

<Elencia> "Well," Elencia said, grinning. "Like I said, it looked really cool. The cartwheels, flips, and the ribbons of..." She thinks for a moment. "...Ribbon tears in space-time? The effects and the motions were really nice. I'd want to try learning some of it, too."

* Eilaris peers. "Items?"

* Haplo heads over to Elencia and Suzune, not saying anything, just sort of hovering about uncertainly.

* Eilaris hovers over closer to Haplo, as well. "Are you alright, Haplo?"

<Suzune> "Ohhh. Well yes, that's what they are but..." She frowned a bit. "I can't give someone else this power, or show them how. It's sort of... natural. I can practice it but it comes from within. You know, the cold light of the second soul and all of that."
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<Merilan> [ Sariel withdraws the blade and pops one of the crystals out, holding it in her hand. "Crystallized essence of my world, manufactured for mass-consumption and use." ]

* Elencia nods. "What about the flips and tumbling, though?" She asks, looking at her with curiosity. "Or is that something you got from your powers, too?"

<Haplo> "I took more damage then I'd like, Eilaris. But I imagine I looked worse than I felt. I'm fine now."

* Suzune smiled softly. "Oh, those are normal. I'm faster and stronger than I should be normally - I 
am
 only 15 years old - but I knew how to do it myself." She then looked a bit sceptical. "You... I'm not sure how well you can use those. You kept attacking from afar, right?"

* Haplo turns to Eilaris now, rubbing his neck uncertainly. "How about you? It looked like you were having trouble manifesting your powers."

* Elencia nods. "I have a few tricks for when I feel like moving closer, though," she confides. "Plus, I'm faster too. They call us 'Superheroes' for a reason," she says, standing up with pride.

<Suzune> "Ahhh~" She shrugged, though. "I guess? I mean we can always do that sort of thing later when training."

* Eilaris hrms. "... Interesting. Similar, yet not exactly the same," she muses to Sariel, then her attention is back to Haplo. "I... yeah. They're not quite working as I'm used to. I'm sure it'll just take time..."

* Haplo nods. "My own abilities have been... Strange as well. I would've thought I would've seen *some* benefit from my proclamation of judgement."

* Eilaris frowns a bit, eyeing Suzune. "... Only 15? ... tough break," she murmured softly, voice tinged with ... was it sadness?

<Merilan> [ Sariel snaps the crystal back into the blade, and sheathes it. ... well.  Sticks it onto the giant sword magnet on her back is more accurate.  "Did you notice something amiss, Winter's Maiden?" ]

* Haplo head tilts at Eilaris, turning to Suzune. "Young." He said, shrugging slightly.

* Suzune tilted her head at Eilaris. "Not as tough as it could be? I mean I still have time to go to school and meet friends and stuff. ...Before I died anyway."

* Elencia nods. "Oh, yeah," she said, turning to point at the bridge. "A girl...with green hair, or a young woman. She was looking right at us, before she got chased into the mines."

<Eilaris> "Perhaps we should follow?"

<Haplo> "Indeed. This here might be part of the disturbance." He said.

<Elencia> "We can take a look," Elencia agreed, floating upwards and towards the mine entrance she went in. "This way!"

* Suzune blinked. "...Wait..." Green-haired girl. Snowy city. The number 6... "Something seems familiar about all of this. But yes! We should. Just to make sure events go as they're supposed to!" ...She shouldn't do that too much.

* Haplo floats along after Elencia, taking the time to do a few leisurely twirls.

<Merilan> [ The mine entrance is thick with the black force of Destiny.  It is a well-built mine within the constraints of their technology, with many steam-powered machines servicing conveyor belts and mine carts.  Where is the girl, though? ]

<Merilan> [ Er, not the mine entrance.  The mine period. ]

* Eilaris blinks. "You think so? Well..." She's still got her sword drawn. "If you think you know what's supposed to happen, then it's best we follow your lead, Suzune."

<Elencia> "As they're supposed to? Oh, really?" She says, floating backwards and...you know, flying people really can ignore things like gravity when they please. She's floating backwards, with her back facing downwards like she's sliding, looking up at Suzune. "Well, let's just go wreck Destiny here," she said, before turning back and going back to a more normal posture.

* Haplo nods his assent. "This Destiny might prove to be an issue."

* Suzune thought a bit, as she floated through the mines along with the others. "...Hmm. I only remember somewhat. These destiny things might be messing with the plot... in fact, I'm going to guess they probably are. But we should go as deep as possible!" ...And she did so, as fast as her ghosty floatiness could!

<Haplo> "The plot?"

<Merilan> [ You notice the forces of Destiny up ahead.  They, however, are already in the midst of operation, unlike the advance force before.  You see them descend upon the guards, and... disappear.  One fated archer vanishes as the guard twitches and falls to his knees for a moment, then stands back up.  The vibe of Destiny comes from his material form now. ]

* Eilaris remarks idly, mostly to herself, though it was audible, "... Somehow I imagine Emberlyn would be ill amused at people trampling all over destiny." A few moments later, she chuckles.

<Merilan> [ Before long, an entire army of guards and giant mammoths and their attack dogs have been possessed by Destiny. ]

<Elencia> "She'll just have to get used to it," Elencia says with a smile. "I'd always wondered what it would be like to run into a group like this! Forward!" She sings out, happily.

<Eilaris> "Elencia!  Are you crazy?!"

* Suzune hurried on, though thought... "...Er. I think they... I think they crossed over to the material side!"

<Elencia> "We're heroes, aren't we? Besides, they're not too dangerous, there's only..." She starts counting them.

<Haplo> "... Perhaps caution should be our watchword, here." He muttered to Elencia, before turning to Suzune. "Hmmm... So they can't see us?"

<Merilan> [ Possession is quite an unusual act -- not at all the work of Destiny's forces.  Something amiss is going on here. ]

* Suzune nodded. "No. But they might have before they did that. Don't think so but..."

<Merilan> [ Usually they would just, like you, materialize directly. ]

* Eilaris points at the army, then to her own group. "There's but 5 of us, and Fara knows how many of them. We can't just rush in blindly."

* Suzune nodded, at that. "...Agreed. We should head them off and find the girl! All I know is that she's probably deeper in, so you don't have to follow me close. With her help it should be more even." ...And she'd float a bit ahead, before waving on the others~

<Merilan> [ "Whatever we do, we must act in haste," Sariel responds. ]

* Elencia looks back. "...You know, where I come from, 20-30 isn't even a workout if they don't have people like that giant mechanical monstrosity around," she remarks. She follows Suzune, though.

<Merilan> [ She flies after Suzune, with that said. ]

* Haplo follows along, withdrawing his staff once again. "You... Know something, Suzune?" he asks hesitantly.

* Suzune was still rushing forward, but nodded. "Apparently the world I come from has a lot of games and books and stories that end up being based on actual worlds. This is one I actually played the game of."

<Merilan> [ You beeline through walls and floors, enjoying your (not so) newfound sense of intangibility.  Pretty soon you encounter the same girl Elencia saw from before, who is running for her friggin' life, apparently.  When she sees you come out of the wall, though, she just about screams in terror and falls on her tush. ]

* Eilaris nods. "Agreed," and flies after Sariel. "Can these, er... 'fated' see us if they've possessed a living creature? Though I don't think they're supposed to... argh, I'm confused!" She gives Suzune a funny look and groans slightly. "... Remind me to _talk to you about that_ later."

<Haplo> "..." Haplo has nothing to say to that... Then they run into the girl herself. "... Wait, can she see us?" He mumbles. He waves to her awkwardly. "Hi~"

* Elencia points at her. "Yup, that's her," she says, giving a bow. "Hello, we're friends, although you shouldn't be able to see us," she admits.

* Suzune waves. "We're not going to hurt you, Tina!... Er. Sorry, that's probably more intimidating!"

* Elencia blinks, and....blinks. "Tina?" She says, looking at Suzune.

<Merilan> [ "What are you... ghosts?" the girl... 'Tina', as Suzune spells out, says confusedly. "My name is Terra." ]

* Haplo merely shakes his head. "Terra, well met. We're here to help." He said, nodding fervently.

* Suzune winked. "I SAID I played it. ...Though I don't know if maybe a different name... Ah!" She blushed. "Sorry, I used the wrong name. You haven't met Locke yet, no? Or moogles? And... you could say we're ghosts."

<Elencia> "For the moment, that's accurate enough," Elencia says with a nod. "...And, is that who we're here to help her meet?"

* Suzune shook her head. "I'm just trying to figure out where in the story we are..." She pouted a little. "Sorry, I'm probably scaring you."

* Eilaris just peers at the exchange uneasily. "Apparently. I have no idea why she can see us, but she can, so... Sorry to cut the introductions short, Terra, but I'm Eilaris, nice to meet you, and who are you running from and why?"

* Haplo moves forward a bit, kneeling down next to Terra, tilting his head to the left. "You alright?"

<Merilan> [ Terra just stares at Suzune dumbfoundedly, and tilts her head.  Then the sound of feet marching behind her and shouts of, "Where'd she go?" "The dogs're sniffing her over here!" are heard, and she picks her feet up and stares all around again and she hastily mutters, "I-I have to go.  They're coming.  I don't know!  I don't know a thing!" and bolts again. ]

<Haplo> "That went poorly." Said Haplo, standing up again. "Do we pursue?"

* Eilaris quickly glances around the surroundings...

<Merilan> [ "I would say that a woman that can see the unseen is worthy of investigation," Sariel says. ]

<Elencia> "We should, just to make sure that she doesn't get into too much trouble," Elencia agrees. "Which way through the wall?" She says, looking at Suzune.

* Suzune ...blinked. "Yes! Let's keep going. We need backup, if nothing else." Then.... "I... don't know it like the back of my hand! Let's just follow normally." ...And she did so!

<Merilan> [ It's a higher-tier mining area, Eilaris.  There's not much here except for passages leading further in. ]

* Eilaris is specifically surveying the tactical options here! Like if the five of them could effectively bottleneck the troops. "... Let's block their advance," she declares. "The passages are narrow in here; they won't be able to apply the full advantage of their numbers."

* Eilaris floats down to the mine floor, and attempts materializing.

<Merilan> [ You try... ... ... and you cannot. ]

<Merilan> [ Some force prevents you from doing so! ]

* Eilaris blinks. "... What the."

<Haplo> "Yes." Said Haplo simply, the tip of his staff already glowing with holy light... And tilts his head. "What is it?"

* Suzune turned to Eilaris, from where she could see. "What's the matter?"

<Elencia> "Well, I'm good with that too," Elencia says, settling down and attempting the same...and becoming shocked. "It's not working!" She says, in a bit of a panic. And turning to face Terra. "Run! We need to catch up to her!" She flies off!

<Haplo> "Yes!" Said Haplo, turning about and following off after Elencia. "If we cannot materialise then this strategy is useless."

<Merilan> [ Sariel flies off with equal regard to Elencia and Haplo's advance. "A truly unusual set of circumstances..." ]

* Eilaris frowns darkly. "I thought we were supposed to be able to, er, become _not ghosts_ anywhere but our homes," she grumbles, following suit with the others. "But... this isn't my home."

* Suzune sighed and followed along~

* Eilaris adds after a pause, "Or if it is, it's some really damn far-flung part of it I've never even heard of."

<Merilan> [ Terra's scream can be heard suddenly, from ahead.  You arrive just in time to see the floor under her cave in.  Just like in the game, Suzune! ]

* Suzune gasps! "...Wait... wait! That's... There... LET'S GO!" Words fail! Woooords fail. So instead she follows, as fast as she can!

* Elencia goes into it! She follows, too, quickly!

* Eilaris follows after, looking rather troubled about her inability to, well, manifest.

<Merilan> [ Terra has fallen.  She seems... fortunate, in that she doesn't seem to be DEAD or even bleeding all that profusely, but she is Stone Cold Steve Austin out. ]

* Haplo follows along, looking down at the scene... "This is bad. We can't materialise. How do we affect this?" He said, looking around. "Do we use their technique...?"

* Eilaris grins slyly. "... Yes, Haplo."

<Eilaris> "That's exactly what we do."

<Merilan> [ "... but on what?" Sariel asks. ]

* Suzune hovered down around her... and... "Wait. So that's why they did that freaky possession..." Then suddenly she... sort of frowned. "...Er. The only thing around here are... ..." She started looking around! Any time now.

<Merilan> [ Kupo... ]

<Haplo> "... What was that?"

* Elencia blinks. "THOSE?" She asks, sounding surprised. "...Oh no. I've seen those before," she says, shaking her head.

* Suzune suddenly beamed. "Something to possess!" She was like a kid in a candy store! Which might be seen as slightly disturbing given she was about to steal someone's bodily control. "Just wait for the little fuzzy things to come. For the moogles!"

<Haplo> "What is a moogle?"

* Eilaris blinks. "Moogles!? I've heard of those!"

<Merilan> [ Suddenly, another figure drops in from above.  This time, it's a young man, who checks in on Terra, then suddenly stares down the cave. ]

* Suzune eyed Haplo. "Cute fuzzy white things. They're bodies, that's all we need to know for now."

<Merilan> [ "Great... there's a whole ton of 'em," he grouses as the troops assemble on the other side of the battlefield. ]

<Haplo> "Cute fuzzy white things." He repeats. "... Any port in a storm..."

<Merilan> [ And then... on cue, a dramatic army of puffy white moogles march in, armed with all kinds of weapons. ]

* Eilaris helpfully adds, "Where I come from, certain mages were able to summon one out of nowhere. I was a friend with one such person." She smiles sadly. "They would then project healing energy on the summoner's friends..."

<Haplo> "Good enough. We possess them, then." He said, nodding firmly.

* Eilaris shakes her head. "Frederick... I hope you're doing alright." And then, without further ado, she spots the first moogle with a sword she sees, and beelines it.

* Suzune took this time to look for one wielding... about the same kind of weapon as her lashes. Or close enough. A biiiig flail. And... for lack of a better way to do it, she 
leapt
 into it, trying to will herself into being cute and fuzzy!

<Merilan> [ Sariel dives down and enters one of the moogles, who seems to be bent over and wheezing from the sheer SIZE of his sword.  His name has got to be Kubrokeback. ]

* Elencia ponders...ponders...ponders. She looks over their weapons! She leaps into one using a staff that...looks magical. Please let it be magical.

* Haplo approaches a moogle, who seems to be wielding the insane combination of staff and oversized revolver. He clenches his fist, and... Enters.

* Elencia leaps into it with a hug, nevertheless!

<Merilan> [ "Moogles!  You say you'll help us?" the young man exclaims, excited.  Try as you might, you are overwhelmed with the Moogle Hive Mind to only say one word: Kupo. ]

<Haplo> "Kupo!"

<Suzune> "Kupo~" And she waved her ridiculous weapon all over. Veeery enthusiastic.

<Eilaris> "... Kupo."

<Merilan> [ The stage is set for a dramatic showdown between the Destiny-possessed forces and a small army of unusually well-equipped mascots!  Who will win!  What exactly is the disturbance here?  Why can Terra see dead people?  Who will reveal themselves to be closet furries?!  All this and more, next week, same Fortune time, saaaaame Fortune channel! ]

<Elencia> "Kupo!"

